GRADE 4 English Language Arts
Using Information Resources. Lesson 4

Read adoud to the students the material that is printed in boldface type
inside the boxes. Information in regular type inside the boxes and al
information outside the boxes should not be read to the students. Possible
student responses are included in parentheses after the questions.

Any directions that ask you to do something, such as to turn to a page or to
hand out materials to students, will have an arrow symbol (—> ) by them.

Purpose of Lesson 4:

In this lesson, the tutor and students will

" review avariety of information resources,
identify parts of a book,
practice brainstorming, and
practice skimming.

Equipment/Materials Needed:
" Unlined paper
Pencils
Chart paper on stand, chalkboard, dry erase board, or poster board
Chalk, dry erase markers, or magic marker
Information Resources Booklet (one per student)
Textbooks

Prepar ations before beginning Lesson 4:
Write the following words on the board:
© Table of Contents

Index

Glossary

Copyright Page
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Introduction:

Today we will practice using a variety of information resour ces.
Suppose your teacher assigned a project or report. Where would you
find the information for thisassignment? Pause. (the library)

Yes, the library is a great place to find many kinds of sources. Are
there other places you might find information? Pause. (the Internet)
Yes, the Internet is another source of information. Sometimes we can
access the Internet at home using our own computers. Most libraries
also have computersfor usto use.

— Distribute unlined paper. Be sure each student has a pencil.

Writetheword project at the top of your paper. In the center of your
paper, write the word library and draw a circle around it.
(Demonstrate by writing on the chalkboard.) We will useaweb or cluster
to organize our information resources. Remember, thereisno right or
wrong way to arrange aweb or cluster.

First let'sthink of all the resourceswe might find in thelibrary.

Who can name one resour ce from thelibrary?

(Write resources on the board as students identify them. Include the
following resources as well as any other resources that can be found in the

library, but are not included below.)
textbooks
newspaper
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You came up with several possible resourcesto usefor a project or report.
For now, let'sfocus on just one resour ce—the book.

——> Distribute textbooks.

Books are great resources for reports and projects. Look at the board to
see the list of some parts of a book. Now, we will find each part in your
book.

Table of Contents

First let's find the Table of Contents. Who knows where the Table of
Contents is located? Pause. (in the front of the book) What doesthe Table
of Contentstell us? Pause. (what is inside the book)

Notice how the Table of Contents is organized. It lists each chapter or
section of the book and the page number on which it begins. The chapters
are shown in the same order asthey appear in the book.

Take a couple of minutes to skim the Table of Contents so you can get a
good idea of what your textbook is about. Notice that some chaptersare
broken down into smaller sections, which give specific information about
the chapter. Sometimes boldface type or larger print indicates units or
chapters.

| ndex
Now find theindex. Does anyone know wheretheindex islocated? Pause.
(in the back of the book)

What doesthe index tell us? Pause. (topics found in the book)
How isthe index different from the Table of Contents? Pause. (The index
Isin the back of the book; the Table of Contentsisin the front of the book.)

Yes, the Table of Contents and index are located in different parts of the
book. There is another difference in the way they are arranged. Does
anyone know another way they are different? Pause. (The topics in the
index are arranged in alphabetical order, which makes them easier to find. The
topics in the Table of Contents are arranged in the order in which they are
presented in the book, and they are indicated by chapters.)
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Glossary
Another valuable part of a book isthe glossary. The glossary is also

located at the back of the book. Find the glossary. What isthe purpose
of the glossary? Pause. (The glossary is alist of words and definitions that
are used in this particular book. If you were stuck on a word in this
textbook, you could turn to the back, in the glossary, to find the definition.

A glossary islike a dictionary because it gives definitions and the wor ds
are arranged in alphabetical order. However, a glossary is also
different from a dictionary. Does anyone know how a glossary is
different from a dictionary? Pause. (A dictionary gives definitions for
nearly every word we use. A glossary gives definitions for words that are
found in a particular book, such as a science textbook.)

Title Page
Now, turn to the front of the book and find thetitle page. This page has

the title, the author, the publisher, and the place where the book was
published. When working on a project or report, you will need to look
at the back of the title page. The back of the title page is the copyright
page. On this page you will find the copyright date. Look closely and
find the copyright date. Circulate among students to be sure each one can
find the copyright date.

The copyright date is very important information to provide on a
project or report becauseit tellshow old the book is. Your information

must be accurate, or correct. It should also be as current as possible.
Current means recent. For example, if you are doing a report on the
most power ful computer available, you would not want to use a book
with a copyright date of 1960, because you would get information on
very old computers. On the other hand, if you were doing areport on
the history of computers, you might use books dating back as far as
1955 or earlier.

You know what the copyright date tells you. You also should know
what copyright means. A copyright isthelegal right to copy, publish, or

sell abook. The copyright on thisbook meansthat the publisherslisted
on thetitle page have thelegal right to copy, publish, or sdll a book.

Now that we have reviewed some parts of a book, you may put your
book away. Next you will practice using other research materials.
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Now we are ready to practice using information resour ces by doing an
activity like one you might find on atest. When you take a test, you will
have a packet of reference sour cesincluded with your test booklet.

To do this activity, imagine that you promised your relatives that you
would find information about Louisiana to help them plan ther
vacation. You have picked out the books and encyclopedia articles you
need from the library. You then picked out only the parts of the books
and articlesyou need to get enough information to plan a vacation.

=——> Digtribute the Information Resources Booklets to students.

ThisInformation Resour ces Booklet has all the materialsyou will useto
find information. You just need to skim the materials. Skimming
means reading very quickly, paying close attention to titles, headings,
and wordsin bold print. When you skim you do not read every word.

Skim thefirst page of the Booklet. How many sections are on this page?
Pause. (three; the Introduction, the Topic, and the Directions. These three
sections are easy to find because they arein bold print.

Look at the first section, the introduction; it tells how to use this
booklet. Now look under thetopic section. Thissection isbroken down
into several subtopics. How many subtopics are there?

Pause. (four: Louisiana Tour Guide, Internet Web Site Information, World
Book Encyclopedia, and Index from Social Studies Textbook.)

Notice that under each subtopic there is more specific information
about the resour ces and the page numbers on which they are located:
for example, the Louisana Tour Guide has three parts. a map of
Louisiana, Table of Contents, and State Symbols/Climate.

Now take alook at the third and last section on this page, the directions.
Thedirectionstell you how to use thisbooklet to answer questions.

Now that you have skimmed the first page of the booklet, let's see how
quickly you can find information on it.
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What kind of information can we find in the encyclopedia? Pause.
(Louisiana Fact Shest)

Wherecan wefind a map of Louisana? Pause. (Louisiana Tour Guide)

Where can | find information about traveling in Louisana? Pause.
(Internet Web Site Information, LouisianaTravel .com, page 230B)

Before we look at the rest of the packet to practice finding infor mation
let'sread the directions car efully. Follow along with meas| read these
directions aloud.

Skim pages 226B through 232B to become familiar with the information
contained in these sources. Remember that these are reference sources, so
you should not read every word in each source. Once you have skimmed
through these sources, answer the questions on your worksheets. Use the
information sources to help you answer the questions. As you work
through the questions, go back and read the parts that will give you the
information you need.

Notice that the directionstell you to skim the resour ce materialsbefore
answering the questions. Today you will spend sometime getting
familiar with the resour ce materials, but will not have to write anything.

First let's get familiar with the Louisiana Tour Guide. What is a tour
guide? Pause. (a booklet that gives information about interesting places to
visit)

Find the first part of the guide, the map of Louisana. How would a
map of Louisiana help you plan a vacation? Pause. (tell where interesting
places are |ocated)

Suppose you want to know which cities in Louisiana have state parks.
Would you haveto look at each city on the map? (no, only the ones with
state park symbols)
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Now look at the Table of Contents of the Louisiana Tour Guide. How can
thisresource help you plan a vacation? Pause. (It tells where to find general
information about Louisana and information about specific areas in
Louisiana.)

Wher e would you look to find infor mation about Grand Ide? Pause. (Area
Listings, pages 171-181)

Now look at the State Symbols/Climate page of the L ouisiana Tour Guide.
How can this page help you plan a vacation? Pause. (It tells what the
weather is like during each month.)

Now look at the next source, the Internet website, L ouisanaTl ravel.com.
How isthis sour ce different from the Table of Contents? Pause.

The Table of Contentsis helpful if you already know which topic you want
to research. LouisanaTravel.com will give you some good ideas about
interesting placesto seeif you don't know much about L ouisiana.

If you are unfamiliar with Louisiana, it would be a good idea to look at

theweb sitefirst, to get good suggestions about placesto visit, and then to
go to the Table of Contentsto look for more information about the places
you want to visit: for example, suppose you find some infor mation about
Mardi Grason theinternet web site, LouisianaTravel.com. If you want to
learn more about Mardi Gras, you can look it up in the Table of Contents.
In what section of the Table of Contents and on what page is Mardi Gras

listed? Pause. (Statewide Information, page 60)

Now let's go on to another source, the World Book Encyclopedia, found on
page 231B. This page has several sections. If you areinterested in facts
about Louisiana, thisresource will be very helpful.

Suppose you wanted to know when the Louisiana Purchase took place.
Which section would give the answer? Pause. (Important Dates)

Which section would tell you the population of New Orleans? Pause.
(People)
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Now let's go to the last resource in this booklet, an index from a social
studies textbook. Notice that the index lists entries in alphabetical order
so we can find them easilly. If you wanted specific information about

Baton Rouge, Louisana, where in the index would you look? Pause.
(under B for Baton Rouge)

On what page would we find information about Baton Rouge? Pause.
(page 291)

Today we spent time getting familiar with the materials in the
Information Resources Booklet. For our next lesson on using
information resources, we will become more familiar with these

materials and will practice finding infor mation from them quickly.
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