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TITLE: Learning about the Declaration of Independence

PRIMARY SUBJECT AREAS: Civics
GRADE LEVEL: 10

OVERVIEW: One of our most important founding documents is our
Declaration of Independence. Students should be made aware of its history,
purpose, content and impact on American history.

APPROXIMATE DURATION: one 50-minute class period, with ten minutes
the next day to go over the homework

LOUISIANA CONTENT STANDARDS:
http://lwww.doe.state.la.us/DOE/asps/home.asp?|I=CONTENT
Foundations of the American political system

Civics: Citizenship and Government

C-1B-H1 analyzing the central ideas and historical origins of American
constitutional government and evaluating how this form of
government has helped to shape American society

Civics:

GLE 27 Analyze central ideas in an American historical document and
explain the document’s significance in shaping the U.S.
Constitution (C-1B-H1)

TECHNOLOGY STRATEGIES:
http://www.doe.state.la.us/DOE/LCET/curric/cats.asp

Technology Productivity Tools (Resource Access and Utilization
Foundation Skill)
e Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity,
and promote creativity
¢ Students use technology tools to make informed choices among technology
systems, resources and services
e Students use technology tools to evaluate the usage of technology and the
processes involved during and upon completion of individual and group
projects



INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS:

English Language Arts
Art: Creative expression

OBJECTIVES:

1.

The learner will be able to list the date and the author of the Declaration
of Independence.

2. The learner will be able to list and explain three unalienable rights.
3. The learner will be able to list and explain 3 complaints against the king.
4. The learner will be able to assess the impact of the Declaration of
Independence.
MATERIALS:

Declaration of Independence puzzle pieces

Brown envelopes

Copy of the Declaration of Independence

Write your own Declaration of Independence handout

TECHNOLOGY CONNECTIONS:

Students may use the Internet to find a copy of the Declaration of Independence.
Students may use computer graphics programs to create their own Declaration of
Independence.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Students should be aware that the United States fought in a revolution to gain
independence. Students should be able to locate a copy of the Declaration
Independence in their textbook or some other reference source. Students should
have had practice in working in groups prior to this lesson.

LESSON PROCEDURES:

1.

wnN

Students should be asked to respond to the question, “What part of your
home, your school, your work or your society would you like to see
changed? Explain your answer.” Class discussion should follow.
Students should be placed into heterogeneous groups of four.

Each group should receive a brown envelope with the Declaration of
Independence cut up inside.

Groups should attempt to put the pieces in the proper order without using
any reference materials. The teacher should check for accuracy.

Students should locate a copy of the Declaration of Independence in their
textbooks.

Students should take notes on the who, what, where, when, how, and
why. Answers should be reviewed by the class.

. Students should break down the components of the Declaration of

Independence. These include the introduction, cause, complaints against
the king and resolution.

For homework, students should be asked to create their own Declaration
of Independence from someone or something.

Students should present their own Declaration of Independence the
following day.



ACCOMMODATIONS/MODIFICATIONS:

The Write your own Declaration of Independence activity can be modified to
meet a particular student’s need.

Many textbooks can be obtained in a Spanish version.

REPRODUCIBLE MATERIALS:
Declaration of Independence puzzle pieces
Write your own Declaration of Independence handout

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES:
The teacher should collect and grade notes and Declarations of Independence.
The teacher will conduct formal assessment through a quiz or unit test.

EXPLORATION AND EXTENSION:

Students could be asked to research which course the Declaration of
Independence took.

Students could be asked to review Paul Harvey’s ...their lives, their fortunes,
their sacred honor.

Students could be asked to compare the Declaration of Independence to the
United States Constitution.

RESOURCES:
| used my own personal materials to create this lesson. A copy of the United
States Constitution can be found in most civics textbooks.

REFLECTIONS:

During the puzzle activity, get the students reading the Declaration of
Independence without actually realizing they are reading the document.

The students love the opportunity to create their own Declaration of
Independence.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Jamie F. Staub

Grace King High School
JStaub3591 @aol.com




WRITE YOUR OWN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Objective: To synthesize the meaning of the Declaration of Independence
by creating a personal declaration.

Directions: After studying the Declaration of Independence and history
leading up to it, students should be able to create their own Declaration of
Independence from someone or something. The Declaration should be
written and colored or created with computer graphics. Be sure to use the

original Declaration of Independence as your guide. The Declaration should
include the following parts:

I. Introduction

From what are you declaring independence? What are the conditions
causing the desire to separate?

I1. Nature of the complaint

Describe the actual situation. Describe the ideal or tolerable situation.
Describe the remedy to correct the complaint.

I11. Three or four complaints
Specifically describe three or four grievances.

IV. Resolution

State in your own words that all other efforts have failed and therefore
this is the only acceptable resolution.

V. Signature
Sign your document.




